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This book presents a story that had not yet
been written with a broad and interpre-
tive vision. This history is exposed from a
contemporary perspective addressing the
reality complexity, describing experiences
that are model examples of housing policy
and architectural typology. The case studies
are interpreted not only on its original time,
but also in its later use. Emphasis is placed on
cases that have focused on community and
urban issues.

In the first part of the book it is exposed
the long tradition that have began with
the Existenzminimum experiments, with the
Vienneses Hofe and the German Siedlungen,
followed by the British new towns and the
French grands ensembles.

The second part explains the answers to
the crisis on modern urbanism and function-
alist housing, with the alternatives offered by
the organicism, by participatory processes,
the typological criticism and the theory and
practice of media.

The third part deals with contemporary
systems: the organization in plan, modular
combination systems, urban integration,

neighborhood development and the superpo-
sition of layers.

Finally, the fourth part discusses alterna-
tives to the dominant systems: rehabilitation,
environmental architecture, forecasting the
periphery, the redevelopment of marginal
neighborhoods and of responses to catastro-
phe situations.

To give a broader view of the above, the
conventional Eurocentrism and the exclusive
presentation of works carried out in devel-
oped countries was renounced. Therefore,
the book includes a numerous experiments
carried out in developing countries. Also, it
is not only presented conventional examples
of new plan but also rehabilitation and recy-
cling, sustainable architecture and emergency
housing are studied.

Translated from the Publisher.
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